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To  the  Chair  nan  and  Members  of  Eastry 

Rural  District  Council 


Mr . Chairman,  and  Councillors, 

The  Report  here  presented  covers  the  year  1955* 

With  it  is  to  he  read  the  report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  with  such  commendable 
expedition  he  presents  to  you  in  the  early  months  of 
the  year. 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  formulation  of  slum 
clearance  w ork  and  policy,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  this  work  had  been  going  on  steadily  since  the 
ru^al  district  housing  survey. 

Mr.  Sayers  is  sound  in  his  service  and  co-operation 
and  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  him  and  to  the 
other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Malcolm  S.  HARVEY, 

M . B . , Ch  . B . , D . P . H . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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The  following  are  the  vital  statistics  for  19 55s  — 


Live  Births: 

Male 

- 

3.63 

(Born 

outside  wedlock  - 

10) 

Female 

- 

176 

( " 

11  11  _ 

ID 

Total: 

- 

339 

(Total 

21) 

Stillbirths : 

- 

12 

Male 

5 Female 
(All  legitimate) 

7 

Infant  Deaths 

under 

— 

2 

Male 

1 Female 

1 

4 weeks: 

Infant  Deaths 

4 weeks 

_ 

4 

Male 

2 Female 

2 

- 1 year : 

Total  Infant 

Deaths : 

- 

6 

All  Deaths: 

Male 

215 

Female : 

- 

157 

Total : 

- 

372 

Comparability 

Factors : 

Births : 

l.l8 

Deaths:  0.95 

Population  (Mid  1956)  - 23,890 

VITAL  HATES. 


Birth  Rate  (crude) 

- 

14.19 

per 

0 

0 

0 

•- 

r — ( 

population . 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

— 

16.74 

11 

ii  . 

11 

Birth  Rate  England  & Wales 

- 

15-0 

it 

it 

11 

Death  Rate  (crude) 

_ 

15-57 

it 

it 

it 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

— 

14.79 

11 

it 

11 

Death  Rate  England  & Wales 

- 

11-7 

11 

ti 

n 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 

- 

17-7 

ti 

it 

births . 

England  & Wales 

— 

24.9 

11 

n 

ii 

Peri-Ratal  Mortality  Rate 

— 

39-9 

it 

11 

total  births 

(Neo-I'ttal  Deaths  and  Stillbirth 
Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  for 

s per  1 

0 

0 

0 

births ) 

East  Kent  United  District 

- 

34.16 

per 

1,000 

total  births 

The  birth  rate  has  dropped  from  the  1954  figures  of  15-67 
crude  and  18.49  corrected,  while  the  death  rate  shows  an  increase. 

Our  population  is  subject  to  slight  fluctuations,  and  as  the 
comparability  factors  shows  we  have  a sufficient  preponderance  of 
old  people  to  load  our  death  rate  in  a winter  of  heavy  mortality. 
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ihe  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  during  the  year 
and  the  corresponding  figures  for  1954?- 

Causes  of  Death  - Eastry  Rural  District 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory. 

" Other. 

All  other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases. 


1955  1954 

2 6 

1 

1 1 


Malignant  Neoplasms.  Stomach. 

" Lungs  & Bronchus. 

" Breast. 

" . " Uterus. 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 
Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia. 


Diabetes . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 
Coronary  Disease.  Angina. 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 
Other  Heart  Diseases. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 


Influenza . 
Pneumonia. 
Bronchitis . 

Other  Diseases  of 


Respiratory  System. 


10 

8 

9 

9 

9 

6 

1 

2 

36 

29 

2 

— 

2 

4 

40 

43 

35 

29 

6 

4 

82 

75 

31 

20 

10 

3 

11 

8 

17 

15 

3 

2 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.  5 6 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea.  2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis.  • 43 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate.  5 4 

Pregnancy.  Childbirth.  Abortion. 

Congenital  Malformation.  1 4 

Other  defined  and  111  defined  Diseases.  30  23 


Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

3 

2 

All  other  Accidents. 

7 

9 

Suicide . 

6 

1 

Homicide  or  War  Operations. 

2 

Total  Males  215  182 

Total  Female:  157  135 

Total:  322  317 

A clear  preponderance  of  deaths  of  males  over  females  is  found 

in  the  deaths  from  coronary  disease  and  angina  (28  to  7),  and  also 
in  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  (20  to  8>. 
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Infant  Deaths 


Tuberculosis  detail: 


Age  distribution 

of  notifications 

of  all  forms 

of 

tuber- 

culosis 

Under  .15 

Male 



Femal  e 

1 

15  - 25 

n 

2 

n 

5 

25  - 45 

n 

2 

tt 

2 

Over  45 

h 

3 

it 

1 

Totals  s 

Male 

7 

Female 

9 

Total  16. 

Respiratory 

Male 

4 

Female 

7 

Total  11. 

Other  Forms 

tt 

3 

it 

2 

Total  5. 

Number  on  T.B.  Register 

at  11/12/55. 

Respiratory 

Male 

112 

Female 

106 

Other  Forms 

it 

25 

n 

33 

Figures  for  1954. 

Respiratory 

Mai  e 

109 

Female 

105 

Other  Forms 

it 

22 

m 

31 

It  is  gratifying  th 

at  the 

M . M . R . 

survey  did 

not  result  in 

any  increase  in  notifications  of  tuberculosis. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  concern  this  district  only. 

Children  Immunized  against  Diphtheria  during  1955*- 


Year 

of 

Birth : 

UN 

Its 

c- 

rH 

UN 

O'' 

1 — 1 

CO 

U~\ 

ON 

f— i 

C\J 

un 

ON 

H 

1 1 

Lr\ 

CN 

1 — 1 

O 

lr\ 

ON 

1 — l 

ON 

N+- 

ON 

f— 1 

CO 

Nt 

ON 

1 1 

0- 

nJ- 

ON 

1 —  1 

NO 

Nt- 
ON 
( 1 

TT 

■ Nh 

ON 

H 

! 

nJ- 

ON 

H 

rO 

n)- 

ON 

1 — 1 

CO 

ON 

1 — 1 . 

rH 

O 

1 — i 

fotal 

Pr imary 

Inocula- 

tions. 

O 

m 

CO 
tN- 
1 1 

On 

I 1 

Its 

1 

rn 

1 — 1 

lf\ 

1 — l 

1 1 

1 

‘ 

1 

NO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

UN 

UN 

CO 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculations . 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

Cn- 

uO 

ITN 

rH 

CO 

1 1 

1 1 

I 1 

PO 

CO 

m 

PO 

rH 

UN 

1 — 1 
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Children  Vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1955. 


Year 

of 

Birth 

us 

Vv 

CS 

1 — i 

0 

1 — 1 

nO 

LTV 

CS 

1 — 1 

C\J 

lev 

CTv 

j t£6t 

1 j 

0 

LTV 

CS 

rH 

crv 

■M" 

ON 

I 1 

CO 

vj- 

Crv 

H 

O- 

'st' 

ON 

rH 

vO 

vj- 

CS 

1 — 1 

VS 

vt 

crv 

iH 

vt 

s 

. 

no 

'nJ- 

Ov 

CM 

"st" 

CS 

! 1 

1941  j 

L l 

<D  rH 

1 U *t 
CD  O O' 
pq  r4 

* 

Total 

Primary 

Vacc ina- 
tion . 

m 

r— 1 

vO 

rH 

*-* 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

, ..  , 

rH 

1 

' 

1 

..  . _ 

1 

1 

vO 

Co 

rH 

Re-Vacc i- 

nation . 

. 

. 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

L _ 

1 

1 

— 

, 

L 

1 

U - 

1 

, ! H 

L_  J 

t 

L . 

1 

1 

- 

— 

CO 

As  the  number  of  births  in  1955  was  339  these  figures  indicate  that 
the  activity  in  vaccinating  infants  is  equivalent  to  58%  of  the  newborn. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  1954-. 


The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  of  children  under  age  15 
on  31/12/55  who  had  completed  a course  of  immunization  since  1/1/41. 


Year  of 

Birth. 

1 — 1 

O 

1 — 1 

C\l 

vj- 

CS 

( 1 

no 

CS 

H 

" 

vj- 

<- 

CS 

rH 

lr\ 

Ov 

1 — 1 

vO 

-sT 

CS 

J 1 

CS- 

crv 

1 — 1 

CO 

vj- 

Ov 

rH 

r 1 

1949  j 

a 

cs 

1 — 1 

' 1 
rH 

lr\ 

ON 

t — 1 

— 

CM 

us 

CS 

rH 

no 

LTV 

O'- 
1 1 

r 

^ 1 VV 

lev  US 
CS  CS 

1 — l 1 1 — 1 

Total 

1 

l 

Last  com- 
plete 
course  of 
injections 
(Whether 
Primary  or 
booster) 

1950-1955 

us 

CO 

CO 

0 

rH 

no 

OJ 

-1 

I — I 

C\J 

1 — 1 

O- 

vO 

rH 

O 

C\J 

CM 

O 

irv 

CM 

no 

CS 

1 — 1 

vt 

CO 

rH 

vO 

vO 

CM 

CO 

CM 

CM 

vO 

no 

CM 

O 

rH 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

rH  O 

O CO 

CM 

1 

1 

| 

1 

CM 

CM 

vO 

CM 

1950  or 
earlier 

vO 

no 

rH 

r 

no 

l__ 

CS. 

to- 
1 — 1 

log 

1 

1 — ! 

Cv. 

L 

00 

rH 

CS- 
1 — 1 

1 

no 

vQ 

cs- 

vO 

h _) 

vO 

L 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ts- 

O 

CO 

The  level  of  full  diphtheria  protection  stands  at  49%  in  the 
population  aged  15  and  under  with  an  additional  15%  with  a waning  pro- 
tection. 

This  level  is  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  spread  of  diphtheria 
should  it  break  out  in  this  area,  and  it  means  that  there  is  still  a 
significant  percentage  of  children  susceptible  to  infection  in  the 
course  of  their  movements  outside  this  part  of  England  or  abroad, 
either  no w or  in  later  life.  If  the  present  absence  of  diphtheria 
is  not  entirely  due  to  past  activity  in  immunization  and  is  a 
reflection  of  a nationwide  or  worldwide  decline  in  prevalence,  such  a 


c: 

j 


decline/ 


decline  is  only  a passing  phase,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  when  conditions  suit  the  organism  whether  it  be 
through  symbiosis  with  other  organisms,  or  during  times  of 
stress  or  sub-nutrition  of  the  population,  that  the  infection 
v/ill  not  attack  again,  with  apathy  tov/ards  diphtheria 
immunization  as  its  fifth  column  in  our  midst. 

Other  Diseases. 


There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the 
year  recognised  as  such. 

Dysentery. 

The  cases  of  dysentery  shown  in  the  tabulation  occurred 
in  Eastry  Hospital  amongst  the  children,  and  the  prevalence 
of  infection  was  brought  under  control  by  the  hospital  staff 
without  any  need  of  assistance  from  us. 

Poliomyelitis . 

The  six  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  within  the  season 
of  greatest  prevalence,  July  to  November.  Four  had  some 
paralysis  and  two  were  non-paralytic  cases.  The  occurrence 
of  cases  corresponded  to  a spread  of  the  virus  in  rural 
neighbourhoods  with  the  development  of  concentration  of 
infectivity  in  a limited  neighbourhood.  The  infection  never 
ran  wild. 

The  earliest  cases  occurred  in  July  in  the  Barham  parish 
of  the  adjoining  rural  district  of  Bridge  Blean,  and  one  case 
in  Aylesham  seemed  to  be  associated  with  this  concentration. 

An  isolated  case  in  a Caravan  Site  in  Monkton,  probably 
an  imported  infection,  gave  rise  to  no  further  cases,  which 
was  a fortunate  thing  in  such  circumstances. 

The  disease  appeared  in  Ash  in  Mid-August,  in  Wickham- 
breux  (Bridge  Blean  Rural  District)  in  September,  and 
re-appeared  in  Ash  in  November. 

The  Aylesham  incident  in  July  w as  probably  connected 
with  two  cases  in  Elvington  in  late  August. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  Barham  origin  seemed  to  have 
been  responsible  for  later  spread  to  Bridge  in  the  one 
direction  and  Denton  in  the  other,  but  that  nowhere  did  the 
smouldering  spread  blaze  up,  and  the  infection  died  out  com- 
pletely in  November. 
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Mass  Mi nature  Radiography. 


A survey  of  the  General  Public  was  carried  out  at  Aylesham 
in  late  March  and  early  April,  1955?  following  a survey  in  early 
March  of  volunteers  from  miners  employed  at  Snowdown  Colliery. 

At  Snowdown  Colliery  a total  of  1,355  volunteers  were 
examined  and  in  the  survey  of  the  general  public  at  Aylesham 
a further  64-8  were  examined . 

17%  of  the  miners  and  10%  of  the  general  public  were 
re-examined  on  a full  size  film,  that  is  over  300  persons. 

Only  six  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  were  identified  by  the 
survey,  but  even  that  small  number  made  the  survey  worth  while, 
for  these  cases  could  then  be  brought  under  early  treatment. 

In  the  other  persons  recalled  for  the  full  size  examination 
the  interest  was  in  other  chest  conditions,  the  great  majority 
merely  for  a precautionary  check.  The  .survey  was  therefore 
of  great  value. 

Mosquitoes . 


The  survey  by  Mr.  P.G.  Shute  mentioned  in  the  1954  Annual 
Report  was  carried  out  in  early  June  and  a source  of  infesta- 
tion was  identified. 

The  area  molested  was  the  houses  and  hotel  in  Sandwich 
Bay  and  it  was  also  recalled  that  molestation  had  occurred 
in  the  Sandwich  Pay  area  of  the  Borough  of  Sandwich.  From  the 
location  of  complaints  and  the  nature  of  the  molestation, 

Mr.  Shute  readily  identified  Theohaldia  annulata  as  the  culprit 
and  a sewage  plant  in  the  locality  as  the  source,  but  it  was  only 
after  a thorough  survey  of  the  area  and  a thorough  examination  of 
the  offending  sewage  plant  that  the  breeding  place  was  found. 
Sumps  in  the  plant,  through  which  there  was  no  active  flow, 
showed  all  the  aquatic  stages  of  the  mosquito,  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  give  rise  to  the  molestation  experienced  in  the 
locality. 

Needless  to  say  this  survey  at  once  resulted  in  treatment 
of  the  breeding  places  and  periodic  repetition  of  the  treatment 
to  prevent  its  recurrence.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  that 
in  previous  trouble  in  an  area  abutting  on  Deal  in  1933  the 
same  breed  of  mosquito  was  the  molester.  He  must  be  con- 
sidered to  be  an  undesirable  resident  of  this  locality  and 
Pr.  Shute' s advice  that  allotment  holders  should  be  asked  to 
empty  the  water  out  of  tanks,  water  butts  and  other  receptacles 
once  a fortnight  is  sound  advice  and  applicable  to  all  house- 
holders . 


7 


Housing, 


The  report  on  slum  clearance  procedure  was  presented  during 
the  year.  Eighty-one  houses  were  considered  suitable  for 
action,  to  be  dealt  with  individually _ and  not  in  clearance  areas. 
During  the  year  five  houses  had  demolition  orders  put  on^  them, 
two  were  demolished  and  seven  closed  with  lormal  undertakings  not 
to  relet  until  rendered  fit  for  occupation.  In  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector's  report  he  comments  on  the  improvement 
grants  progress,  and  this  is  not  unrelated  to  the  recovery  of 
some  of  these  closed  dwellings  as  satisiactory  units  of 
accommodation . 

Overcrowding  still  occurs  by  reason  of  family  growth  and 
especially  by  the  marriage  of  the  older _ family  member,  often 
during  National  Service, 'and  the  inclusion  of  a young  w ife  or 
husband  in  the  household,  and  subsequently  the  children. 

Progress  is  shown  in  Wr . Sayer's  report  on  dealing  with  such ^ 
cases  in  conjunction  with  the  Housing  Department.  The  Council 
are  particularly  helpful  in  cases  of  overcrowding  in  which  there 
is  an  associated  case  of  tuberculosis. 


Problems  arise  now  and  again  in  housing  people  who  live 
in  the  lower  levels  of  accommodation,  i.e.  tents,  vans,  sheds 
or  caravans,  and  one  particular  problem  worried  the  Council _ 
during  the  year.  In  this  case  a family  who  were  on  the  fringe 
of  the  gypsy  kingdom  but  not  truly  of  it,  lived  in  a tented  camp 
on  a disused  rubbish  dump.  Local  Councils  quite  reasonably 

do  not  feel  sympathetic  towards  the  claims  of  squatters,  but 
are  forced  by' the  conditions  of  hardship  for  the  children  and 
danger  of  harm  to  their  health  to  accept  them  as  a housing 
responsibility,  as  the  Council  did  in  this  case.  p 1S  the  . 
result  of  the  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  housing  m 
the  community  that  there  will  be  a growing  demand  from  the 
dwellers  in  this  lower  level  of  accommodation  to  move  into  a 
settled  mode  of  living,  and  the  floating  population  of  caravan 
or  tent  dwellers  will  wash  up  as  flotsam  on  the  housing  list  01 
the  district  of  settled  employment.  Councillors  are  well  aware 
of  the  risk  in  the  flow  of  too  much  sympathy  towards  them. 


Cpwprare  and  Sewage  Disposal., 

The  village  of  Wingham's  scheme  is  in  progress  and  sixty- 
three  houses  elsewhere  have  been  provided  with  drainage  systems 
Although  Goodnestone  has  a sewerage  system,  some  landlords  have 
not  taken  advantage  of  it  and  garden  disposal  Ox  pail  closet 
contents  is  still  practiced. 
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Sewerage  or  individual  drainage  of  dwellings  must  be 
considered  a necessity  if  a good  level  of  personal  and  public 
hygiene  is  to  be  achieved,  for  with  it  goes  adequate  washing 
facilities,  better  standards  of  household  cleanliness,  and 
better  food  hygiene  which  is  just  as  important  in  the  house 
as  in  the  shops.  The  vast  majority  of  houses  are  on  piped 
mains  supply  of  water. 

Other  Public  Health  tatters . 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  report  follows  and  gives 
information  and  detail  on  these  matters s- 
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EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year 

1955. 


V 


S T A F F 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors 


W.  H.  SAYERS.  Cert.  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.J.B. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  & Food  Inspection. 
Cert.  R.S.I.  Smoke  Inspector. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 


F.  M.  FLACK.  Cert.  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.J.B. 

(Commenced  14/2/55)  Cert.  R.S.I,  Meat  & Food  Inspection. 


Clerk; 

MISS  E.  HAYWARD. 


Rodent  Operators; 


P.  U.  LAWRENCE. 

H.  E.  HARLE  (Commenced  22/2/55). 


■ 


. . . 


' 

. 

. 


’ 


■ 


. 


. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Eastrv  Rural  District  Council 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a report  on  the  work  for 
v/hich  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  been  responsible  during 
the  year  1955* 

Housing  has  dominated  the  work  of  the  Department  to  an 
increasing  degree,  particularly  in  regard  to  Slum  Clearance 
and  Improvement  Grants. 

Although  Meat  Inspection  has  been  limited  to  two  small 
slaughterhouses,  it  has  nevertheless  been  found  that  to  main- 
tain efficient  inspection  has  required  time  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  number  of  animals  inspected. 

Additional  duties  received  during  the  year  include  a large 
degree  of  delegation  of  the  Shops  Acts  from  the  County  Council. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
and  encouragement  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  during  the  year  and  the  continued  help  and  co-operation 
from  the  Staff. 


H.  SAYERS, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


■ 

■ 

. 
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HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance. 


During  the  year  the  Council’s  proposals  for  dealing  with 
unfit  houses  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  and  were  approved. 

A total  of  EIGHTY- ONE'  houses  were'  submitted  as  suitable 
for  action  under  Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936?  and  it  was  considered' that  these  could  be  dealt 
with  within  a period  of  five  years. 

Preparation  of  the  proposals  revealed  a high  proportion 
of  sub-standard  houses  occupied  by  elderly  people.  It  is 
found,  however,  that  the  majority  of  these  genuinely  prefer 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  surroundings  to  which  they  have 
been  accustomed  for  many  years. 

Action  taken  during  the  past  year  was  as  follows 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act,  193&  •••  11 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  5 

No.  of  houses  demolished  2 

No.  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 

formal  Undertakings  ^ 7 

Improvement  Grants. 

From  the  response  received  since  the  Council  have  been 
making  Grants,  the  scheme  in  this  district  is  clearly 
succeeding  in  its  purpose.  Sub-standard  houses  are  being 
made  fit,  modernised  and  preserved  for  many  years  of  useful 
life,  thereby  limiting  the  demand  that  may  be  made  on  the 
local  authority  for  new  dwellings  and  at  the  same  time 
retaining  buildings  that  are  an  essential  part  of  the 
character  of  a rural  district. 

A steady  stream  of  enquiries  was  received  throughout 
the  year  and  one  hundred  and  four  properties  were  examined 
in  connection  with  proposed  schemes. 

The  following  details'  relate  to  the  past  twelve  months 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  in  spite  of  grants,  the  owners 
of  property  have  still  to  find  a substantial  sum  - during 
the* year  a total  of  £28,762  - an  average  of  £342  per  house. 
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HOUSING  (C'ontd) 


( 2 ) Improvement  Grants  fOnnt.rn  . 

(1)  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Grants 


were  approved 84 

Owner/Occupied  24 

Tenanted 60 

Agricultural  dwellings  ...  62 

(2)  Total  cost  of  schemes  approved:  £48,348 

(Average:  £^75  per  dwelling) 

(3)  Amount  ascribed  to  improvements:  £39,172 

(4)  Amount  ascribed  to  repairs:  £9,176 

(Average:  £109  per  dwelling) 

(5)  Total  of  Grants  approved:  £19,586 

(Average:  £233  per  dwelling) 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  majer  improvements 
included  in  schemes  approved:- 


Provision  of 

bathrooms  

81 

n 

ti 

internal  water  closets  ... 

69 

n 

11 

hot  water  systems  ... 

77 

it 

tt 

dra inage  

63 

tt 

it 

ventilated  foodstores  ... 

67 

u 

11 

fuel  stores  

31 

it 

it 

new  windows  

32 

Ceiling 

heights  raised  ...  ... 

10 

Interna 

1 wiring  for  electricity  ... 

20 
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HOUSING  (Contd) 


Repairs : 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  houses  were  visited  for 
all  purposes  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  were  inspected  and 
recorded  in  detail. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  statutory 
notices  and  eighty  houses  were  rendered  fit  following 
informal  action. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair; 

Two  applications  only  were  received  for  certificates 
of  disrepair.  Each  was  granted,  the  sequel  being  that  the 
tenants  were  invited  to  purchase  their  houses  at  a very 
low  figure . 


Over  crowd  in  g : 


By  arrangement  with  the  Housing  Manager  all  applica- 
tions for  Council  Houses  are  examined  as  received  and 
visited  where  overcr owding  seems  to  be  likely. 


(a) 

(i) 

Number 
end  of 

of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
the  year 

6 

(ii) 

Number 

of  families  dwelling  therein  .. 

10 

( iii ) 

Number 

of  persons  dwelling  therein 

6 7 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year  

5 

(c) 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowd ing 
relieved  during  the  year  ...  ... 

9 

(ii) 

Numb  er 

of  persons  concerned  in  such 

DR  ART  AGE 


All  new  drainage  work,  alterations  and  additions  are 
inspected  and  tested  by  water,  ball  and  mirror.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  encourage  a high  standard  of  work  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Building  Research  Station  and  the 
British  Standard  Code  of  Practice. 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  drainage  work  ...  390 

No.  of  water  tests  121 

No.  of  mirror  tests  72 

Existing  houses  provided  with  drainage  systems  ...  63 

Existing  houses,  drainage  altered  or  repaired  ...  23 

Cesspools  constructed  40 

Septic  tanks  constructed  26 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  71 

WATER SUPPLY 


The  various  parishes  of  the  district  are  supplied  by  the 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company,  the  Margate  Corporation  Wa t er  Under- 
taking, Ramsgate  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  Westgate  and 
Birchington  .Water  Company  and  the  Deal  Borough  Water  Under- 
taking. The  supplies  are  drawn  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk, 
the  Margate  Pumping  Station  being  situated  in  the  Parish  of 
Wingham. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  and 
seventeen  samples  taken  from  piped  supplies  showed  the  water 
to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory  in  quality. 

Twenty- one  samples  of  well  water  were  taken  of  which 
nine  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  drinking.  Subsequent 
action  resulted  in  a further  eighteen  houses  being  provided 
with  a main  supply. 

The  present  position  is  that  99%  of  all  dwelling-houses 
in  the  district  have  a main  supply  of  water,  and  the  following 
table  shows  the  circumstances  in  the  different  parishes:- 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Parish . 

No . of 
Dwelling 
Houses . 

No.  of  houses 
with  piped  supply 
into  houses. 

No.  of  houses 
with  main  supply 
by  standpipes. 

No.  of 
houses  with- 
out piped 

SUDDlV. 

COL. 

69 

63 

5 

1 

3H. 

812 

785 

19 

8 

fLESHAM. 

1036 

1036 

- 

- 

iSTRY. 

523 

509 

11 

3 

^THORNE. 

558 

551 

7 

- 

X)DNESTONE. 

151 

151 

- 

- 

[NS  TER . 

733 

729 

2 

2 

JNKTON. 

136 

125 

8 

3 

)NINGTON. 

209 

200 

3 

6 

)RTHBOURNE . 

275 

271 

- 

4 

'E3T0N. 

207 

191 

12 

4 

fPPLE. 

95 

95 

- 

- 

RRE. 

41 

37 

4 

- 

OLDEN. 

164 

160 

- 

4 

hPLE. 

152 

146 

- 

6 

OURMOUTH  . 

96 

93 

3 

- 

.NICHOLAS . 

217 

207 

3 

7 

TTON. 

226 

218 

5 

3 

LMANSTONE . 

123 

123 

- 

- 

NGHAM. 

443 

419 

19 

5 

CDNESBORO 1 

334 

316 

14 

4 

RTH. 

238 

234 

1 

3 

TOTAL: 

6838 

6659 

116 

u 

63 

L 
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MILK 


There  are  twenty- eight  milk  distributors  registered  in  the 
district,  five  having  dairy  premises  and  ten  trading  from 
adjoining  districts. 

On  6th  December  an  Order  came  into  force  in  the  district 
making  it  illegal  to  sell  by  retail  for  human  consumption  any 
milk  other  than  that  which  was  specially  designated,  i.e., 
Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or  Tuberculin  Tested.  This  involved 
little  change  as  for  the  past  two  years  only  a very  small 
quantity  of  undesignated  milk  has  been  sold  in  the  district. 


Details  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows:- 


Tuberculin  Tested: 

24  Samples . 

One  sample  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Pasteurised : 

45  Samples. 

All  samples  satisfied 
the  prescribed  tests 

Undesignated : 

2 Samples. 

Satisfactory. 

Biological : 

4 Samples. 

All  negative. 

The  following  licence 
ignated  milks :- 

s were  granted 

for  the  sale  of 

Tuberculin  Tested: 

(Dealers) 

10 

ii  it 

(Supplementary) 

9 

Pasteurised : 

(Dealers) 

13 

it 

(Supplementary) 

9 

Sterilised : 

(Dealers) 

4 

ICE-CREAM 


There  are  seventy-two  premises  in  the  district  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  in  all  of  these  the  ice-cream  is 
pre-wrapped.  Supplies  are  obtained  from  a few  large  manufac- 
turers and  in  view  of  this  the  number  of  samples  taken  has 
been  reduced . 


Results  ef  Sampling; 

Number  taken : Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 

15  10  5 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
& Food  approved  the  Counp.il’ s resolution  restricting  future 
licences  for  private  slaughterhouses.  Two  slaughterhouse 
licences  only  were  renewed,  both  being  attached  to  butchers 
shops  in  the  village  of  Ash  and  throughout  the  year  they  were 
in  regular  use. 

100%  post  mortem  inspection  is  conducted  in  accordance 
with  Memo  3/Meat  and  routine  examination  is  made  of  all  beef 
carcases  for  evidence  of  cysticercus  bovis. 

All  unsound  meat  and  offal  is  stained  green  before  leaving 
the  premises,  small  quantities  being  destroyed  and  large  amounts 
•being  sent  to  the  glue  works. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  (Contd) 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

97 

1 

11 

362 

348 

- 

Number  inspected. 

97 

1 

11 

362  : 

348 



All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

W hole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— 

* 



Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

6 

1 

- 

6 

3 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

6.2% 

100% 

~ 

1.6% 

• 9% 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  v/as  con- 
demned 

cr 

• y 

- 

- 

12 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.2% 

- 

- 

- 

3-4% 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

- 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  an$ 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  (Contd) 


Total  weight  of  carcases,  parts  of  carcases 

and  offal  rejected  for  all  diseases 


Tons . 

Cwts . 

1 

Qtrs  . 

lbs 

1 

Carcases  

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Parts  of  Carcases 

- 

2 

3 

5 

Offal  ...  • 0 . 

i 

- 

1 

- 

11 

1 

TOTAL  

1 

- 

3 

3 

16 

In  addition  to  meat  surrendered  at  slaughterhouses  the  follow- 
ing food  was  inspected  at  the  request  of  traders  and  surrendered 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 


Canned  Food. 


Meat  ... 
Fruit  ... 

Milk  ... 

Peas  ... 
Miscellaneous 


ll8  tins. 
40  " 

14'  » 

19  " 


Other  Foods. 


ham  ...  ... 

Meat  Pies 

Milk  ...  ... 

Butter 

Dried  Milk  Powder 


71  lbs. 

124 

. . 8 gallons  . 

. . 86  lbs . 

63  lbs. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  are  now  seven  camping  sites  which  are  licensed 
annually  to  accommodate  four  hundred  and  twelve  moveable 
dwellings,  including  twenty-three  residential  caravans.  All 
n ew  licences  restrict  the  type 'of  dwellings  to  proper  trailer 
caravans  and  tents  and  the  few  sub-standard  dwellings  remaining 
on  two  older  sites  are  being  steadily  replaced.  Each  of  the 
camps  v/as  well-conducted  during  the  season  and  willing 
co-operation  was  shown  by  the  site  owners. 

In  addition  to  sites,  six  licences  were  granted  in  respect 
of  individual  dwellings. 


HOP  PICKERS 1 CAMPS 


Six  Hop  Pickers’  camps  in  the  district  we  re  occupied  during 
the  season  and  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory.  As  in 
past  years,  each  camp  is  visited  at  least  two  months  before 
picking  commences  in  order  to  allow  ample'  time  to  carry  out  any 
structural  work  required.  In  spite  of  this  the  preparation  of 
camps  is  invariably  left  until  the  pickers  are  about  to  arrive. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


Verminous  conditions  were  found  in  thirteen  houses  and  were 
treated  with  proprietary  insecticides. 


Bed  Bugs 
Fleas 

Cockroaches 


one  house, 
two  houses, 
ten' houses . 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Two  full  time  operators  were  employed  for  a large  part  of 
the  year.  The  number  of  complaints  received  remained  constant 
but  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  more  survey,  the  value  of  which 
was  shown  by  a 90%  increase  in'  the  number  of  premises  found  to 
be  infested.  Warfarin'  continued  to' be  used  with  good  results, 
aided  in  certain  cases' by  Antu'. 

Contd/ 
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RODENT  CONTROL  (Contd) 


Summary  of  Work  for  the  Year  1955 


INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  Properties 
Inspected . 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 
Houses . 

Agri- 

cultural 

Business 

Pr  emises . 

TOTAL 

Property. 

Property . 

(a)  Following 

Complaint : 

1 

8l 

31 

32 

145 

No . found  to 
"be  infested: 

1 

73 

31 

32 

137 

(b)  In  course  of 
Survey: 

3 

171 

549 

19 

742 

No . found  to 
be  infested: 

3 

68 

131 

10 

212 

TREATMENTS: 

(a)  Rats: 

Ma,ior : 

2 

15 

73 

11 

101 

Minor : 

2 

120 

38 

17 

177 

(b)  Mice: 

Major: 

- 

8 

4 

13 

. 25 

Minor : 

— 

21 

1 

7 

29 

11 


factories  acts,  1937  and  1948. 


There  are  seventy-one  premises  in  the  district  to  which  the 
Factories  Acts  apply,  of  which  eleven  only  do  not  employ  mechanical 
power.  The  majority  are  small  local  workshops  such  as  bakehouses, 
garages  and  builders  yards,  the  exceptions  being  a sausage  factory, 
a large  laundry  and  a clothing  factory.  The  following  tables 
give  details  of  inspections  carried  out:- 


1 - INSPECTIONS 


Premises . 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

♦ 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2, 
3,4  & 6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . . . 

11 

14 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

60 

112 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other 

Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers 1 premises) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

71 

126 



2 

- 
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RODENT  CONTROL  (Contd) 


Summary  of  Work  for  the  Year  1955 


INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  Properties 
Inspected . 

Local 

Authority 

Property. 

Dwelling 
Houses . 

Agri- 

cultural 

Property . 

Business 

Premises . 

TOTAL 

(a)  Following 
Complaint : 

1 

8l 

31 

32 

145 

No . found  to 
be  infested: 

1 

73 

31 

32 

137 

(b)  In  course  of 
Survey: 

3 

171 

549 

19 

742 

No.  found  to 
be  infested: 

3 

68 

131 

10 

212 

TREATMENTS : 

(a)  Rats: 

Ma.i  or : 

2 

15 

73 

11 

101 

Minor : 

2 

120 

38 

17 

1 77 

(b)  Mice: 

Ma,i  or : 

- 

8 

4 

13 

IT\ 

OJ 

Minor : 

- 

21 

1 

7 

29 

11 


FACTORIES  ACTS „ 1937  and  1948. 


There  are  seventy-one  premises  in  the  district  to  which  the 
Factories  Acts  apply,  of  which  eleven  only  do  not  employ  mechanical 
power.  The  majority  are  small  local  workshops  such  as  bakehouses, 
garages  and  builders  yards,  the  exceptions  being  a sausage  factory, 
a large  laundry  and  a clothing  factory.  The  following  tables 
give  details  of  inspections  carried  out:- 


1 - INSPECTIONS 


Premises . 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

* 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2, 
3,4-  & 6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . . . 

11 

14 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

60 

112 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other 

Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

- 

_ 

c. 

TOTAL 

! 71 

126 

...  _ 

2 



- 

INSPECTIONS 


A total  of  3,289  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  as 
follows 


In  connection  with 

the 

Hous inm 

Acts 

• • • 

1337 

In  connection  with 

the 

Public  Health 

Acts 

314 

Water  Supply  . . . 

• 0 • 

• • • 

34 

Drainage 

• 0 • 

• • • 

390 

Dairies 

• • • 

• • » 

23 

Slaumht erhouses 

• • • 

• • • 

244 

Butchers  Shops 

• • « 

6l 

Other  Food  Shops 

• » • 

• • • 

165 

Restaurants 

• • • 

• • • 

100 

Bakehouses  ... 

0 • 9 

• • • 

68' 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

• e • 

• • • 

117 

Factories 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

126 

Hop  Pickers’  Camps 

• • 0 

0 • • 

Infectious  Disease 

• • • 

a « • 

19 

Verminous  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

33 

Shops  Acts 

• • • 

• • 0 

• • • 

9 

Moveable  Dwellings 

• • • 

♦ © • 

99 

Knackers’  Yard 

• • • 

• » 0 

© • • 

51 

Public  Houses 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Rats  & Mice  ... 

TOTAL: 

• • • 

• • 0 

• 0 • 

16 

3289 

-000O000- 


- 15  - 


